30.11.11. Speech of French president  Sarkozy about new road safety measures  (translation from French Original )
Ladies and Gentlemen,


I am extremely pleased to welcome you this evening at the Elysee Palace on the occasion of the presentation of "Golden Scarf" of the Road Safety Association, since 1990 to reward outstanding initiatives of municipalities and departments on security road.

Let me congratulate you, Mr. President POTTIER for consistency and accuracy of your association in the service of prevention of road accidents.

I also congratulate the nine winners of "Golden Scarf" this year from all over France, which have been distinguished by Claude GUEANT.

Finally I would like to sincerely thank all those who work in the service of road safety. I wanted to welcome you to get to all mayors, elected representatives, association presidents, activists, members of security forces, civil servants, the homage of the nation, that you deserve.

Before going further, I wish we had a deep thought for those who, tonight, are not there for those who are no longer there, for those who suffer in their bodies because they were victims one day in life of a car accident.

We have nearly thirty years to halve road deaths since the peak of 1972 scary where the road had killed 18,000 people in our country. Just think, 18 000. Despite the introduction of seat belts, speed limits, controls, we have reached the 9,000 dead at the very end of 90 years.

Since 2002, in less than ten years, we managed to halve again, the road deaths: more than 8000 deaths in 2001 to less than 4,000 last year. As for the number of accidents involving injuries and the number of injuries, it was also halved, 153,000 injured in 2001, 81 000 to date. This is an amazing acceleration and I pay tribute to the initiative of my predecessor, Jacques Chirac. I was his interior minister and he had made it a priority the reduction of road deaths.

For Jacques Chirac, as his wife, the fight against road accidents fell from a deep conviction: the victims of road accidents victims are completely preventable, there is not inevitable.

It was a very difficult battle: Deploy the first radar speed control from 2002 raised a famous controversy. As it was not easy to put an end to the practice of indulgences, which saw some get some of the public authority acceptable protection against the normal consequences of their actions. The practice of indulgences undermined the very foundations of traffic. Since 2002, I've stopped.

On the occasion of the 2007 presidential election, many people advised me to maintain yet another tradition: that of the presidential amnesty of traffic violations! National sport. As if the rules of traffic rules were not as compelling as the others. Let us remember the pre-election periods where we found the increase in crime and worsening balance sheets tragic road safety because motorists anticipated the subsequent amnesty. I wanted to put a definitive end. And it works: we are five months of the presidential election and the numbers of road safety are good in November. No one imagines reintroduce the practice of amnesty from another age.

Yet this year 2011 was also a year of contrasts. The message received by the French as a result of changes to the rules of recovery points on the driver's license, has led to a sharp deterioration in behavior on the road during the first months of the year.
It was an error with serious consequences, against which I warned. And again, with the Prime Minister, the Minister of the Interior I want to salute the commitment we have stayed the course. And the following month the interdepartmental committee on 11 May 2011, we were able to reconnect with the reduction of road deaths.

In total, since 2002, imagine that half a million injured in at least half a million: 32 000 lives saved. But if the policy makes sense it is this one: saving lives. We have changed the way we behave on the road. Road safety can only progress if everyone follows the rules.

This profound change in our behavior even had a positive effect on the purchasing power of the French. Between 2000 and 2011, auto insurance rates that are highly dependent loss record, grew four times slower than inflation. Inflation was the period of 22%, higher auto insurance rates by 6%. I must say that, at the same time, the cost to society of road accidents has been reduced dramatically . 23 billion euros in 2010, 15 billion less than the amount we would have achieved without progress since 2001 in terms of accident rate.

I assigned the government the ambitious goal of reducing the number of people killed each year to less than 3,000 by 2012. This is a great ambition, I do not give up. A new impetus seems necessary today. I mean it is implemented immediately.

The first risk is the speed, because speed increases the material and human consequences of any errors or any driving accidents. Enforce speed limits must remain our top priority. In doing so, lowering average speeds of nearly 10 km / h, we have managed to halve the number of victims on the road. We will vigorously pursue the deployment of speed cameras: France has 2,080 cameras to date. I hope that 400 additional speed cameras are deployed by the end of next year. Under the decisions of the last IRB, these radars will no longer be advertised by signs, and can no longer be reported as such by the warning system between drivers.

I take this opportunity to remind provided that in no event radars are the vector of budget revenues easy. The money from the traffic safety returns fully to the road and its users. In 2011, about 600 million euros in fines levied, one third has funded the installation of new radars, one third was donated to communities that are responsible for much of the road and fourth went to the financing of major national infrastructure. Only 10%, 60 million have returned to the general budget.

Beyond the radar, I would also like the emphasis on early use of new technologies. Experimentation on next generation mobile radars to be controlled by the speed of vehicles on the road, will end in early 2012. I hope that these mobile cameras are generalized by the end of the first half of 2012.

I am also convinced that the limiter automatically adapted to the speed limit, the LAVIA, can enable us to achieve outstanding results. Must be produced within three months a roadmap for the deployment of LAVIA in our country. France must be a forerunner in this field.

Regarding alcohol, I am pleased that the provisions of the LOPPSI 2 are now in force in the fight against recidivism. They can now be as pronounced as additional penalty for a withdrawal of licenses for driving while intoxicated, the obligation to install a breathalyzer immobilizer in the vehicle.

However, I think we need to go beyond to make every driver in good faith and ability to self-evaluate to determine if it is able to resume driving after drinking. To this end, I would take a proposal of the parliamentary mission led by MPs and Philippe Armand Jung HOUILLON. Like them, I would indeed only be made mandatory detention of a breathalyzer in every vehicle from the spring.

Although not a risk per se, I also want to express my great concern for users of motorized two-wheelers. It is not normal that in 2010 24% of deaths are users of both wheels then wait for it, they represent only 2% of traffic. We will fail to significantly reduce the accident rate, if we fail to curb the growth of mortality among users of two wheels. And if I hear that the special vulnerability of motorcyclists called special care, we need certain behaviors disappear completely irresponsible especially in speed.

Finally, in order to create each year, a moment of reflection and discussion on the topic of Road Safety, I want to create a national day for the victims of the road. Each year, throughout the territory in each county, this day would be devoted to the reminder of the challenges of road safety, and enhancement of all actions in this field. Several dates are available and I ask the Minister of the Interior and the Interministerial Delegate for Road Safety to be good enough to make a proposal after consultation with the National Council for Road Safety.

Ladies and gentlemen, there are few areas that achieve the results we have given, is of importance as great as in the fight for Road Safety. There is life, in dead, wounded, individual tragedies that will measure the success or failure of a policy. Everyone here tonight, we strive to be worthy of this responsibility and I remind those who doubt the correctness of this fight, that half of the deaths have had the only fault that cross the path of a assassin. I'd like to think that. Half of the dead, good people, who were in their car, which respected the rules of the road and a suicide bomber came over and they broke the fate of themselves and their families.

I know that I announce that creates a bad mood, but I am ready to accept it and bear it. And I say to all who are in a bad mood, before the rules of road safety: Imagine a family that early morning is visited by a policeman or a police officer, telling him that his son of 18, or daughter of 20 years, died in a car accident. Think about it, it can happen to everyone, to all families and all the time. The accident, disability and death. These are extremely serious matters, there is no fatality. So the feeling of the skin, it does not matter to the tragedy of all these broken lives.

Thank you for your attention.

