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ACA-M Portugal

PRESS RELEASE
 

Launching of the Global Decade of Action for Road Safety, in Portugal
National College of Public Health, Lisbon, May, 11th 2011, 11am
Estrada Viva - Liga contra o Trauma invites the press to attend the ceremony that it is organizing with the Portuguese Ministry of Health to launch the Decade of Global Action for Road Safety in Portugal.

The General Assembly of the United Nations adopted a resolution declaring A/64/L.44/Rev.1 the period 2011-2020 as a Decade of Global Action for Road Safety. This initiative follows the UN's declaration of a pandemic situation in streets and roads worldwide by the World Health Organization, which is expected to become the 5th leading cause of death for Mankind.

The various organizations that compose Estrada Viva will present their joint commitment for the Decade, and a challenge to the political party candidates for the upcoming election in June, 5th to fully commit to the UN proclamation and act accordingly.

A video with international testimonials about the Decade will also be shown, together with a new e-learning platform for educating the users in how to survive civically on Portuguese roads and the launch of the book Risk and Road Trauma in Portugal, published by the Association of Self-Mobilized Citizens (ACA-M).
Please include this initiative in your agendas. It represents an important step towards global recognition that road crashes are a serious public health problem requiring a comprehensive and multidisciplinary solutions.
Perspective on the situation in Portugal:

As the economic crisis worsens every day in Portugal, this will have a negative impact in the country's streets and roads: faulty infrastructures, management problems in the traffic police, deficient laws and enforcement, gaps in citizenship education, delays and deficiencies in the courts, will add to an aging vehicle fleet, to the increasing number of unlicensed drivers and uninsured vehicles, to the postponement of repaving and upgrading works in streets and roads, to the burdens on the national health service, to the underfunded rescue response and victims rehabilitation.

The situation of road risk in Portugal is, and will be, therefore be one of great concern. 2011 is the second consecutive year of real increase in mortality on the roads and the official statistics continue to raise suspicions: in 2010, data from the Portuguese Road Safety Authority shows that 10% of fatalities (30 days rate) were initially recorded as minor injuries! One asks how does a person suffering minor abrasions can die as a result of a hospital, or what may be the reliability of the data collected by the government.

The only valid way to reverse this trend is by lucidly recognizing the problem, by assuming a clear commitment to the Decade, and to apply urgent measures to save lives and to stop wasting the country's meager financial resources. The promotion of road safety must go hand in hand both with treating road traumas and supporting the victims and their families, and to change our present mobility patterns to ways that are more economically and environmentally sustainable.



LINKS
 
WHO  
ACA-M
Decade's Plan
Commitment of Estrada Viva
Portuguese Ministry of Health
Estrada Viva is coorganizing a lauching event with the ministry of health, with a conference, the presentation of the 30 something associations' commitment for the decade, the launching of an e-learning platform on surviving on the roads, presentation of videos, and the launching of a book on road risk and trauma. On the 18th we organize a seminar with school teachers where they'll present work with kids on risk conditions of school surroundings.
In early june, still attached to the launching programme, we are organizing a campaign on drink and drive for the young generations with lisbon police and local councils (consisting on a tv and radio spot, postcards, billboards, posters, and street actions). 
Launch of the Decade
11 May 2011, Ministry of Health - Directorate-General of Health

We are organizing in the National School of Public Health, a symposium and a press conference. The works begin with the description of the objectives of the Decade, by the National Coordinator, also Director General of Health, appointed by the Minister of Health. The five lectures will address the five pillars of the Action Plan of the Decade, reinforcing the main messages to the media. The morning ended with a video that is also a personal testimony of the coordinator of the Decade, as a victim of a road crash. In the afternoon Non-Governmental Organizations expose their commitment to the Decade, launch a book and display the video of the 2nd Meeting of NGO's for Road Safety & Victims, translated into Portuguese. The Portuguese NGO, ACA-M, will also launch an e-learning platform, and audiovisual material.
[image: image3.jpg]Q\QN fop %,




 AVAC-Bucarest
On May 4th, as signers of the European Road Safety Chart, we have received an invitation to attend the Round Table organized by the European Commission on May 11th at 11 o’clock in Bucharest.

We have also been previously invited on May 11th at 11 o’clock to an event organized by WHO and the International Road Federation (IRF Regional Symposium Providing Infrastructure that Improves Road Safety). This is an outdoors event, in Izvor Park in front of the Parliament House (the one where we met Luigi in 2009 when we finished the Forum). For this occasion we have prepared a road safety education workshop having three parts: one where we discuss with the public about AVAC Bucharest and our activities, one where we consult the public about the road safety issues, meant as a public consultation, and one consisting in a puppets show in order to interact with the children. We shall have also a policeman attending the latter. I shall keep you updated regarding the achievements further to these events.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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 AVR Association nationale des Victimes de la Route ( LUX )

Luxemburg’s Road Victim Association will officially present their action plan for the DoA together with the commitments of Transport Minister Claude Wiseler and Minister of Health Mars Di Bartolomeo.

Especially pillar 5 is supported as it is related to the post crash stage but also the other pillars infrastructure-vehicle-user, showing that a system approach is the best way to reduce the dangers on the road are welcome
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FLG - FONDAZIONE LUIGI GUCCIONE ONLUS ( Roma Otaly)
 

WEDNESDAY  May 11, 2011 - 3:30 
House of Representatives Italian Parliament - Conference Room 
Via del Pozzetto, 158 - Roma 

DECADE OF ACTION FOR ROAD SAFETY 2011 - 2020 
TOGETHER, WE CAN SAVE MILLIONS OF LIVES 
 

Rome, May 11, 2011. Today starts the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020. It 'is important – from symbolic, social and economic point of view - that, in every country in the world, organizations and institutions are together to make a "pact" for joint action against road violence. The italian experience to day House of Representatives Italian Parliament. 

POSTS  TO SUPPORT THE INITIATIVE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC AND THE PRESIDENTS OF THE SENATE AND THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES
 
LOOK AT THE SPOT OF THE DECADE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6QnoYSBbKFk
 

 

[image: image6.jpg]Q\QN fop %,




Ireland

PARC Road Safety Group
11 May 2011, Launch of Decade of Action for Road Safety 20111 2020 - Events in Ireland

PARC will have a Ceremony of Remembrance for road traffic victims at the main focal point for the launch of the Decade of action. Candles will be lit in memory of all those tragically killed on our roads. We will also launch our new interactive website which will offer post-crash information and support to Victims of road traffic collisions and their families,together with raising awareness of causative factors of these collisions and preventative measures which need to be taken in order to save lives.
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Roadpeace UK London

Saving people and planet - a road danger reduction approach for a safer and fairer world
11 May 2011, RoadPeace

Saving people and the planet -a road danger reduction approach for a safer and fairer world. An evening of talks to mark the launch of the UN Decade of Action on Road Safety.
Contact: Sara Dowling
Tel: + 44 20 7733 1603
Email: info@roadpeace.org
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 YASA Lebanon Beirut

Lebanon

Launch public awareness campain in Zouk Mosbeh-Lebanon
7 May 2011, Youth Association for Safety Awareness ( YASA)

YASA will host a half day-long event with partners, members, police and victims to share information about defensive driving and about the consequences of speed and reckless driving and open a new branch for YASA in Zouk Mosbeh-Lebanon.
Closing of the Public Awareness Week with Sagesse High School
11 May 2011, YASAbr />
Various events will be held by YASA in collaboration with Sagesse High School as part of the Active Citizen Project that had addressed the issue of Road Safety with Grade 6. The ACP for Grade 6 this year had the theme of "This is What Happens if you do not..." As a closing for this activity, a mass will be held for the remembrance of road victims, this will be followed by a crash simulation then a seminar. The audience of these events will be the students in the school as well as the parents. For more details visit www.yasa.org
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 “Road and Safety” Association’s participation in Launching 
                        the Decade of Action on Road Safety in Poland
                                                                   11 May 2011
“Road and Safety” Association has actively  participated in works of the Polish Initiative Group for the Launch of the Decade of Action, from its beginning, since January 2011.
The Group consists of : members of  Parliament and representatives of the Ministry of Interior and Administration, the National Road Safety Council, GRSP, Red Cross, Motor Transport Institute, NGOs and others. Ms Beata  Bublewicz , the President of the Parliamentary Group on Road Safety is the leader of the Initiative Group.
On the11th of May, among other participants of the Group, we are taking part in the launching conference at the Parliament , giving a presentation of our plans on activities for the Decade . There will be also a stand showing examples of different educational materials ( leaflets, CDs , posters, reflective elements, books ) we use in our road safety activities. We will  ask the audience ( mainly Members of Parliament and journalists) to test the special equipment , like alcogogles and a special tube for presenting significance of proper visibility. The testing will be supported by our printed information on impairment of vision , hearing and reaction, when being under the influence of alcohol and drugs. Our special  leaflet on reflexes and visibility will be also distributed.
This is the main  Polish event for that day, followed  by the “Safety-We Want to Live” concert in the evening in Warsaw, where  the Decade aims will be presented. Our representatives will also take part in it.
We have proposed to commemorate road victims by a minute of silence and reflection during that evening event.
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  Hellenic Association for Road Traffic Victims – EFTHITA Rhodos
EFTHITA will participate in this worldwide event by organizing several activities about Road Safety. The main launch took place on the 6th of May 2011 and the whole program of activities for the whole week consists of:
1.       1. A photo exhibition about road accidents

2.       2. An exhibition of antique cars

3.       3. A bike ride

4.       4. A student art contest

On the 11th of May we will meet with the Mayor of Rhodes, the Municipal Consultation Committee and the Traffic police of Rhodes in order to discuss and plan the main actions for the decade 2011-2020 and try to focus on what is important to accomplish.
At the same time, we have planned several events with schools, volunteers and the local authorities at the central square of the city of Rhodes. The citizens will have the opportunity to drive pedal cars while wearing special impaired vision BAC goggles and they will be given single-use alcohol tests and leaflets about road safety.
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  P(A)T  Spain

Here there are the actions for the DoA. 

Knowing the reality of road crash and made it more “visible” is one of the
ways to awareness the society and to help towards a cultural change. Our
objective it is that any person let their lives, illusions and projects into
the asphalt. For that we will:

DESIGN AND DEVELOPEMENT OF “IN MEMORIAM” MAP: The project consist on the
development of a virtual map pointing the places where have happened fatal
road crashes. The target is to bring the flowers we fin on the road to a map
in Remembrance of the victims. 
CAMPAIGNS AND ACTIONS OF AWARENESS FOR A RESPONSIBLE, SAFE AND HEALTHY
MOBILITY: We will do seminars, conferences, courses and actions with the
participation of road victims and mobility experts. 

COLABORATION WITH THE AUTONOMIC PARLIAMENT AND THE CONGRESS TO PROMOTE
LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS AND MODIFICATIONS ON BEHALF OF ROAD SAFETY.

DIFUSSION OF VALUES OF COMMINTMENT AND RESPONSABILITY IN MOBILITY.

“We encourage you all to an authentic commitment in Road Safety”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Slovenia and Safe Journey Institute will also participate in the Global launch day of the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020.
 

On the 11th May, we will participate in an launch event in Ljubljana (capital of Slovenia). 

President of Slovenia, Minister of the Interior, Minister of Transport and Minister of Health will spoke at the event where numerous governmental and nongovernmental organizations will represent their prevention and educational activities.

 

Robert Štaba, president of Safe Journey Institute and Taja Metli?ar, ambassador of Safe Journey Institute and victim of traffic accident will also speak at the event. The later will represent her story about struggling after the accident, rehabilitation and life after the traumatic experience.

Children who lost their classmate in an accident will perform a song about road safety of children with Slovene songwriter Adi Smolar.

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

